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41 February 20. 11 


4 4 Meeting of the Society for the Pn 
pagation of che Goſpel in Foreig 
WE . MICS: 


Ader d that the Thanks of th 
Society be given to the Rig 
Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Coven 
and Litchfield, for his Sermon pread 
ed before the Society this Day ; an 
that his Lordſhip be defired to Pri 
the ſame. 1 
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Arr. XIII. Part of Ver 1, 3 


e Kingdom of Heaven is like to a 
Gram. of Muſtard-Seed, which . a Man 
took, and ſowed in his Field. - Which 
indeed is the leaſt of all Seeds: but 
when it is grown, it is the greateſt of 
Herbs, and becometh 4 Tree; ſo that 
the Birds of the Air. come and lodge in 
the Branches thereof. 


WISE UR Saviour here in this Cha p- 
cer repreſents the ſeveral Qua- 
OW litics, Events and Effects of 

be Goſpel, in ſeveral Parables; 

PS} and theſe Parables are all taken 
om things known and familiar to the 
eople of that Country, and which fell 
nder their daily Obſervation. 

To ſhew the various Reception of his 
oftrine, according to the different Pre- 
tration of Heart in the Hearers, he likens 
de Goſpel to Seed ſown, which is wont 
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to- ſcatter, ſome on the Way-ſide, ſome 
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'Fony Places, forme on Thorns, as well as for 
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on good Grund, Mat. xiii. 4, 8. 
Jo foretel che Corruption that ſhc 
N aſter-Ages mingle with Chriſtiani 
1 d; the Miſchiefs of Violence and Pe 
cCution to Religion, even from a well-mey 
Zarge borrows the Figure of Tares that u 
owed by an Enemy, and grow up with 1 
_ Wheat | while Men ſleep, ver. 24-30. whid 
. are ſo difficultly ſeparated from t| 
Wheat before Harveſt, that they run th 
Hazard of rooting up the Wheat, who g 
- forcibly and haſtily to gather ap the Tares. 
Here in my Text, he puts forth ano 
ther Parable, and compares the Inf 
f Heaven to a Grain of Muſtard-Seed. I 
Ning dom of Heaven, or of God as it is in $ 
Mark, was a known Phraſe from the Pro. 
phet Daniel's Days, for the State of Thing 
under the Meſſias or Chriſt. For Dani 
Having propheſied of a new Sort of Kin 
dom, Which the God of Heaven ſhould jt 
ub, Dan, xi, 44. that different from the 
our Monarchies before it, with whom 
the Jews were immediately concern'd, 
1hould not be deſtroyed by any ſucceed: 
ing Power, but remain till its Subject; 
were tranſlated from Earth to God's more 
glorious Maniſeſtation above, more vul- 
garly l ſtyled. Heaven; and the Jews being 
taught to underſtand this Prophecy bs 
| 1 e 
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Whole Age of Chriſt, hence Chriſt's 
iſpenſation, . his Preaching,” his Do- 
ine, or Goſpel, were uſually called 

Kingdom of Heaven. 895 
In chis Senſe, as the Kingdom of Hea- 
n is taken ſor the Chriſtian Inſtituti- 
, Chriſt likens it to a Grain of Muſtard 
ed: intending in, that Similitude - to 


Press the fruftifying Nature of the 


bſpel; that from very ſmall Beginnings, 
I by very unpromiſing Means, ſpreads. 

and wide, and at length prevails. 
r the other Religions of the World. 
e are to judge of the Muſtard Tree, from 
hat it was known to be then in Judea, 

from what it is ſeen to be in our 


mate. There the Seed was fo ſmall, 


to ſerve ſor a Proverbial Compariſon, 
encyer they would ſignifie any Thing 
y little, as we learn from Jewiſb Wri- 
Maim. M. Weh. 1. 56. And no leſs 
o be collected from Chriſt's Words to 
Diſciples, Matt. xvii. 20. F you have 
th like a Grain of Muſtard Seed, the leaſt 
pree of Faith, ye ſhall ſay to this Moun- 

Remove, &C. | 
It was indeed the ſmalleſt of Seeds 
t were apt to grow into a Woody 
dtance like Plants; and ſo again no 
hal Plant could vye with it for Quick- 
of Growth, nor for Bigneſs, when 
as arrived to Perfection. When it is 
A} | gromn, 
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$008; it is the greateſt among Herbs, an 
eromes 4 Tree, ſo that the Birds of the Ai 
come and lodge in the Branches. This is 
farther Deſcription of the flouriſhing 
Condition of this Tree. Some Peope 
ſeek' for Myfteries, which iy fancy lt 
_ concealed under the Birds of the Air, aul 
the Branches, To me nothing mon 
ſeems to be meant, than to equal thi 
to Nebuchadnezzar's Tree, Dan. iv. g. an 
the Cedar in Lebanon, Ezek. xxx. 6. whok 
high Stature, and large thick Boug 
are implied in the very fame Expte 
ſions of the Fouls of Heaven making thi 
Neſts therein. 5 
In this Reſpect, it is a proper Embleni 
of the active, propagative Force 
Chriſt's Doctrine; which beginning fro 
one Man, ſoon exalted it felf above i 
the Religions that were before it, a 
fled the whole known Earth. 
To ſpeak from theſe Words, ſuitabl 
to the preſent ſolemn Gaar, I 
make theſe following Remarks. 


1. Such in Fact was the Progreſs 
the Chriſtian Religion, when fi 
-- preached, x 
2. Such it is ſtill in Diſpoſition ab 

Efficacy, whenever the ſame pl 

a: Doctrine, by the ſame Method 

mall be again offered to Varney 


on of #be Gaßel in Foreign Parts. 7 
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Succeſs may reaſonably be hoped, 

from Perſeverance in furthering the 

Knowledge of the Goſpel, among 

the Americans in particular. 

Same Share in this charitable Work, 

e Obligations, is juſtly re- 
US. 0 or 7 


quire 


%, Such in Fact was the Progreſs 
the Chriſtian Religion, when firſt 
ich d. No Religion ever made its 
wy ſo ſpeedily, and ſo widely in the 
prid, before or | ſince, It was firſt 
ach'd in Jadea, a ſmall Spot of Land 
Paleſtine, by one ſingle Perſon, our 
rd Jeſus Chriſt; from thence, by the 
eſſant Travels and Labours of his 
lve Apoſtles, - and the Aſſiſtance of 
dle conyerted by them, it was, with- 
the Compaſs of Seven and Twenty 
ars, carried to the moſt diſtant Regi- 
$; ſo that there were Churches or Be- 
vers found in every great City, from 
Han Ealtward, to Spain and Britain 
eſt; and from the Northern Seypthiant, 
the Nations of Africk South; and no 
dubt from them, it ſpread further in the 
if and South, wherever Commerce open- 
ia Way; though for Want of Re- 
ds, and the Return of thoſe Nations 
ek to Heatheniſm, the Remembrace of 
A 4 their 
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| their Converſion, and all Signs then 
. 
Twas not till aſter the Perſecution 
aroſe about Stephen, Ack. xi. 19. that (| 
then ſcattered Abroad 'preached the Wi 

| "out. of Fudes, which happened in | 
25h Year of Chriſt. And yet vl 
St. Paul writ his Epiſtle to the Coloſſi 
about the 624 of Chriſt, he was able 
tell them with Truth, that the 6. 
Had been preach'd to every Creature ui 
Heaven, Col. i. 23. to all the Gen 
Nations, called the Creature by the) 
in Purſuance of Chriſt's Commiſh 
which empowered them to go ini 
the World, and preach the Goſpel to 
Creature, Mar. xvi. 15. 

They could not ſtay long, you n 
imagine, in any one Place, who diſpatd 
fo much Buſineſs in ſo ſhort a Tint 
but what they left undohe, was finiſh 
by the Firft-Fruits in every Church, 
the believing Natives, who alſo took . 
on them the Work of Evangeliſts to t 
neighbouring Countries. 

All this Time they had to deal wi 
Men of different Laws, Cuſtoms, Wa 
ſhip, Manners, and Intereſts; with Ms 
prejudiced in Favour of the Religion 
their Anceſtors, they had been educats 
in; with Men led away by their Pa 
ſions, and addicted to fleſhly Luft 
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ith Men very ignorant, and ſometimes 
zrbarous and uncivilized; and yet with- 
ut Force, or the Sword of a Conqueror; 
jthaut the Favour and Encourage- 
dent of the Civil Magiſtrates, nay, in 
pite of the Contempt of the great ones, 
their Menaces, and even Puniſhments; 
Inder many Diſadvantages of Poverty 
d Want, under many Perils by Sea 
d Land, in the Wilderneſs, and 
the City, theſe few plain Men, Strang- 
sto Learning and Wit, and the Arts 
Perſuaſion, by the meer Force and 
iſintereſtedneſs of their Doctrine, and 
e Innocency and Uſefulneſs of their 
wes, gained upon the Minds and Con- 
Wicnces of all Degrees in all Nations, 
d made them renounce their former 
ſorſhip and former Vices. A different 
eception might well have been foreſeen, 
a Religion ſo ungrateful to Fleſh 
d Blood: but the Event, contrary to 
mane Expettations, anſwering preciſe- 
to Chriſt's Prediction, we need no 
her Argument, that Chriſt himſelf came 
dm God, that his Doctrine ſtood not in 
e Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power 
God. And ſuch as then it appear- 
co be, ſuch, | 
au Second, It is fill in Diſpoſition, and 
Puiicacy, Whenever the ſame pure Do- 
ine, by the fame Methods, ſhall be 
1 again 
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again offered to Unhbelievers.” - For the 
Apoſtles, who converted the then World 
were in all Things Men like our ſelve 
and they were ſent to Men of the lik 
Paſſions, and Prepoſſeſſions, and Wicker 
neſs, with thoſe that remain yet to b 
converted. Who was Paul, or ho was 
pollos; but Miniſters by whom they believ: 
For neither ſie that plante was any Thin 
nor he that watered, but God that gave | 
Intreaje, 1 Cor. iii. 5. 7. And God's Armi 
not now ſhortned, nor his Philanthropy an 
loving-kindneſs to Men reſtrained. Th 
ſame divine Aſſiſtances, the ſame prevent 
ing and aſſiſting Graces, are ready | 
be miniſtred in theſe Days as former 
to People capable of, and concurtig 
with them. 5 

And why ſhould the Gentiles of thi 
Age be thought incapable of his Gract 
May they not be made ſenſible of th 
Mifery and Helpleſneſs of their preſe 
Eſtate? That they live in Diſobedien 
to their Creator, and become ther 
Children of Wrath, and liable to Punil 
ment and Condemnation? May th 
not be conyinced of the Need of Fd 
givenels, of their Ignorance how | 
obtain it, and of the Impoſſibility 
their Side to offer any Thing that ſh 
appeaſe their offended God? Is it 9 
welcome N ews, and worthy the Accept ul 
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agation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts, 11 
he preſent” Age, that God hath de- 
ed himſelf Recorialable upon true 
dentance, and new Obedience to the 
el? That God has found out the 
as of reconciling the World to him- 
and given his Son to be that Ran- 
ie, and our Saviour? That God hath 
ſed all that come in upon theſe 
ms, to be the peculiar Care of his Pro- 
ence, in this World of Wants, and 
les, and Pains, and manifold Kinds 
ifery ; and after Death, to unite both 
dy and Soul again for a glorious Im- 
reality? Or, on the other Hand, is 
the Denunciation of a Judgment to 
ne, by that Chriſt whom they reject, 
£d Home from the Mouths of mo- 
n Miſhonaries, able to make Sinners 
mble, as when reaſon'd of by St. Paul. 
eſe were the Means, whereby the 
ntiles were proſelyted in the Days 
the Apoſtles :- and this Word of Re- 
citation, ' will be Tidings of great Joy: 
neſe Terrors of the Lord muſt be effectu- 
Perſuaſives to all People, in all Apes 
come. The Goſpel Motives being 
It altered from what they were Seven- 
n hundred Years ago, nor Mens Con- 
tm leſs in the Promiſes and Threats: 
ne Evidence of the Goſpel being not 
paired by Time, nor the Beauty and 
mehcialneſs fits Procepts, whether to 
| private 
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private Men, or Societies, faded x 
antiquated; We., muſt conclude; there 
noj{Reſpe&t of Times with God, no [ 
left of Virtue: in Chriſt's Religion; h 
in every Age, the incorraptible Seed, 
St. Peter calls it, 1 Peg. i. 23, 25. 
Mord which lives and abides for ever, | 
which is nom preach'd. to you' by the Goſpel 
very ſufficient to beget many Children | 

to God, | FL 
Why then is not the Succeſs as qui 
and extenſive in ours, as in the Apoſh 
lick Times? The Anſwer is eaſy: 
They preach'd Chriſt as they had lea 
of him, without Sophiſtication and I 
ſimulation, as of Sincerity, and as in the Sig 
of God: Many of us corrupt or deal d 
ceitiully with the Word, accommodatit 
it to the ſinful Cuſtoms, Inventions, at 
Likings of Men, and Nations: We dr 
it like Paganiſm, and yet wonder tl 
Paganiſm ſhould til foblil before | 
The Deſign of Chriſt's coming into ti 
World, was -to deſtroy the Works of t 
Devil; and Idolatry being the firſt ail 
chief Work to be deſtroyed, they ti 
give Place to ary Part of the old 1d 
atry, or teach a new one, draw ti 
People off from that cloſe Dependant 
upon the one God, and the one M 
diator, which is efſential to Chriſtianit 
and inſtead of multiplying Chriſtian 
W 


op at ian of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts. 12 


root out Chriſtianity in Time, all 
rept the empty Name. Again, they 
the Apoſtolick Age, engaged the At- 
tion and Affection of ingenuous Tem- 
, with their Zeal for God's Glory, 
their ardent Love to the Souls of 
Erroneous, which appeared to be the 
rit of their Undertaking. No Ad- 
tage to themſelves was propoſed, as 
ie accrued, from all their Labours 
t- Hazards; neither Honours, nor 
hes, nor Applauſe; for they taught 
Ir Followers, and did themſelves re- 
nce ' theſe Things, or receive them 
Indifferency. They invaded no one's 
ht; they meddled not with Govern- 
It; but enforced the Duties of eve- 
Relation, Diſtinction and Degree. 
ereas the worldly Spirit hath Deen 
nefully - viſible in the modern Miſ- 
ries, even to the Scandal of Chri- 
ty. Thoſe Countries alone are re- 
d to, where moſt Gain is to-be had. 
y Enquiries are made into the Com- 
ties of the Land, as if their Buſi- 
was to barter Religion for Gold 
Silver: and too often it hath hap- 
, they came as Spies, to diſcover 
Weakneſs of the People, who, by 
Means, were afterward diveſted of 
Poſſeſſions and Liberty, and ſome- 
of their Lives; They eſcaped beſt, 
VwWhoſe 


And by ſuch Arts many may be broy 
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whoſe civil Powers only were fubjugy 
to a Foreign Tribute and Dependen 
that ate inconſiſtent with the naty 
Sovereignty of Princes. 
I To effett this, the Propagators had] 

courſe to Frauds, Compulſion, and Brib 


to Baptiſm, among whom not one Ch 
ſtian is to be found. The Method 

different in the primitive Times; Inf 
Qion and Conviction were Preliming 
to Admiſſion into the Church; 
Reaſon and Conſcience were appe 
to; they were bid to ſearch and on 
mine, before they determined their C 
and every fuch Convert was quali 
like his Converter, to bring in 
more to Chriſt; it might be expel 
he would continue . ſtedfaſt under 
Events, though he were left alone, 
moved from the Influence of his 
Guides: To be fure, his Life and Pr 
ples could not fail to be of a Piece, u 
was one great Advantage the Goſpel! 
in the early preaching of it, above 
This alone, were it complied wid 
ſome Meaſure, the good Lives of I. 
ers and Profeffors among the Inf 
would go a great Way to manifeli 
Energy of the Goſpel. While Men! 
ane Way, and. at another, it is ob! 
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aon of the Goſpel in Foreign Parti. 15 
hich of the two, Beholders will have 
ird. They will not believe them 
e in earneſt, who act ſo contradicto- 
* They can have oo Eſteem for 
eligion, that is wont to leave them 
e than it found them; they are 
bred to think amifs of God himſelf, 
the Sake of fuch Worfhippers, as if 
tron of Wickedneſs, altogether ſuch a 
as they are. Wo be to them by 
m theſe Offences come! But con- 
ing the. Corruption of humane Na- 
it is impoſhble but that Offences 
jd come, and obſtruct the Growth 
ee Goſpel, till all the Impediments 
e mention'd be removed from a- 
g thoſe, that intend the Conver- 
of Unbelievers. | 
ne Diſadvantage the preſent Times 
nder, and it is not their Fault; I 
n, the Want of the Gifts of the holy Spi- 
eſpecially that 'of Tongues, and a Pow- 
working Miracles, which were plen- 
ly beftowed in the Age of the Apo- 
Converſions doubtleſs go on the 
er for want of theſe Helps; but that 
are fo abſolutely neceſſary, that no 
preſs is to be made without them, 
he Pretence of thoſe that would hide 
r Sloth and Coldneſs in this Work, 
not well be maintained. Their Mif- 
at firſt "appearing in the World, 
a that 
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leſs is a ſufficient Anſwer to the Queſt 


flirmation of their Doctrine, the fan 


were converted without theſe Gifts; at 


them that have not ſeen, namely his Rel 


that preach a new Doctrine as frq 
God, ought neceſſarily to be atteſted | 
Signs and Wonders, that the God of N 


ture alone is able to perform or direct, 


that the God of Truth would not pern 
to be done againſt his Liking. Nothi 


every reaſonable Man ſhould ask, on t 
Occaſion, how ſhall we know that G 
hath ſent you, or that what you ſay 
the Mind of. God? © 

But the Queſtion being once fully 
ſwered, and their Miſſion atteſted by | 
pernatural Works, -wrought for the Ct 


Works and Facts, without repeating the 
in every Place, may be proved to otbe 
that never ſaw them, and be a g 
Foundation for their believing the Goſpt 
In the Primitive Times, whole Provind 


many Kingdoms, eſpecially of Europe, (nd 
Nor did the Apoſtles themfelves wa 
Miracles in every Place where they mi 
Proſelytes, at leaſt we do not read tit 
did. At Athens, St. Paul argued 0 
from the Topick of Chriſt's Reſurrecfi 
he himſelf did no mighty Work bel 
them; hon beit, certain Men cleaved to 
there, and believed, Act. xvii, 31, 34. A 
Chriſt had never promiſed a Bleſſing 


recti 


' 
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tion, and yet have believed, if it were 
ible, ay, and very rational too, 
Men to believe without ſeeing ſuch 
aderful Works, Joh. xx. 29. We may 
therefore decry the Efficacy of the 
pel in our Age, for the Sake of this 
advantage; nor give over an At- 
pt, which may not be the leſs ſure, 
proceeding heavily. As National 
verſions have been brought to pals, 
ferent Ages, ſince Chriſt ; ſo we ſhall 


| 5 | 
gry, Such Succeſs may reaſonably 
hoped, from Perſeverance in further- 
the Knowledge of the Goſpel among 
Americans in particular. 
t firſt hearing, it ſeems impracticable, 
a few Men, with fo ſmall Helps, 
at ſo great a Diſtance from the 
e, ſhould ' propoſe to make Chriſtians 
nhabitaats in a Tract of Land, almoſt 
| to the reſt of the World, and- 
led from us and each other, by 
own Languages, and different Dia- 
, and mutual Hatred and Animo- 
And we ſhould be at a Loſs to 
e it otherwiſe, had not the Ex 
of former Times ſupplied us with 
Argument. This Society) did never 
iſt of ſo few, as thoſe that firſt went 
| Chriſt's Miſſion, to the then known 
B World; 


preſent; and if there be no Sign as 


13 A Sermon-preach'd before the Society for 
World; nor are their Difficulties, ma 
nify them as you will, when ballang 
in every Article, with thoſe of Chriſ 
immediate Diſciples, greater: And 
we have ſeen, their Grain of Muſtard $ 
become 4 great Tree ; and fo may this, 
are intent to ſow, flouriſh and prop 
under God's Bleſſing, to whom all Thiy 
are poſhble. of e 

Ihe Undertaking is but young 


of a plentiful Crop, it ſhould be reme 
bred, that the Ways of God are di 
and ſecret, and that great Events, 
ſlow Steps, do often ripen into Ma 
rity. The Corn ſown ſeems dead for 
while, before it ſprings up, and then g 
dually ſheweth it ſelf in the Blade, 
Ear, and the full Corn. The Lean 
Matt. xiii. (Which is Chriſt's Figure 
the next Parable, for the ſame Thing 
would expreſs here by the Mul 
Seed) mult have Time to: diffuſe 4 
mix with the Maſs, before it changes! 
Habit thereof, and aſſimilates it to 
own' Nature. Who then can fay, | 
twenty Chriſtians now made of the 
tives, may not be the Occaſion 1 
Means, fifty or an hundred Years bel 
that whole Kingdoms and Countries 
acknowledge Chris? You are now! 
| | 1 
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; the Leaven, and ſcattering the 
|, and even now a Progreſs may be 
g on to a greater Work, though you 
it not. Deſßtſe not the Day ef ſmall 
vs, Zech. iv. 10. was God's Mefiz$e 
be Jews, that were under Deſpond 
the 4 mn of that Temple, of 
Zerubbabet had laid the Foundation 
preat Straits. Small Things wiſely 
etted, but eſpecially under a ſuperior 
ion, have vaſt e ences, and 
x into ſurprizing, unexpected Succeſſes, 
at a Time leaſt look'd for. Thus- 
I thought fit to ſay in the ge- 
l, leſt you ſhould be weary and faint 
pwr Minds. But not to argue merely 
2 may bes and Poſſibilities, let us re- 
on the reaſonable Grounds of Probe- 
of Succeſs, from your Labours upon 
lmericans, 
nd (1.) You herein purſue the great 
God had in Intention, when he 
le Man. God, faith the Apoſtle to 
Athenians, made of one Blood all Nations 
en to dwell on all the Face of the 
% and hath determined the Times before 
inted, (or adjuſted in his Council, the 
ons for the ſeveral Colonies that after- 
ds enſued) and the Bounds of their 
ation, that they ſhould ſeek the Lord, 
„Xvi. 26, 27. Kaugss * God 
B 2 had 
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had this Point in View, both in 
making and diſperſing of Mankind: 
ther the Times nor Places of their 
gration happened by Accident, but x 
all conducted by his wiſe Providence, 
wards the Attainment of this End. T! 
is no Nation therefore ſo ſtupid and | 
tiſh, as not to have Capacity and Fx 
ties ſufficient for. the Knowledge 
Worſhip of God; no Nation fo deſti 
of Means to find them out, ſince en 
wiſe Being proportions Means to 
End; and ſince no other Means app 
for communicating, his: revealed Wil} 
ſide the charitable Aſſiſtances of th 
that have been enlightned therey 
we may well preſume, ſuch Endeava 
in a Work ſo agreeable to God's Purpii 
cannot fail of his Bleſſing. 

2aly, You herein execute a Commilii 
to the Benefit whereof the Americans 
entitled as much as any other Nati 
The Commiſſion you know is that wii 
Chriſt left with his Apoſtles; To go 
ſciple all Nations, baptizing them in the Ni 
of the Father, and of the Son, and cf 
Holy Ghojt, teaching them to obſerve 
Things he had commanded them, Mat. xx! 
20, To whom was this Command git 
and what Times did it concern? \ 
to the Apoſtles only; for perſonally © 
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not, nor could not go, unto all the 
pns of the World. Some Countries 
not then diſcovered, ſome were 
effible by Reaſon of Wars, and im- 
icableneſs of Travelling. Chriſt gave 
n to the Apoſtles, as Kevraleniatives 
e Church in all Ages, upon whom 
mains ever a Duty, as Opportunities 
as a Door of Hope is opened, and 
ircumſtances and Abilities of Church 
's admit. | 
dn this Interpretation, St. Paul af- 
God will have all Men to be ſaved, 
y Chrift, and to come unto the 2 
F the Truth, or Chriſtian Religion, 
li. 4. Can all Men ſigniſy no more 
all Men that were known in his 
Or mult not the Words be ex- 
as univerſally as the AU far whom 
's Ranſome is ſaid to be paid, in 
xt Verſe? 3. e. for all in that Na- 
wherein Chriſt Jeſus is appointed 
or between God and Man. And if all 
is in all Ages of the World be 
intended, then they that preach, 
le to be preach'd, Repentance and 
ion of Sins in ChriftS Name, to 
ol oFemote People, may claim the Pro- 

mediately ſubjoined to the Com- 
L, ] a with you always to the End 
la. To be with you, is to proſper 
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your Endeavours, to reſtrain or ſurmo 
the Oppoſition of its Adverfaries. 
Truſt” have you through Chriſt to ( 
ward ! ? Tk 91 Ne 
zah, You engage in a Work, to wh 
God hath paſs'd his Word for "Succeſs, | 
Time or other. The Calling and! 
nefs of the Gentiles is one great Pro 
of the Old and New Teſtament. 
we have not ſeen yet fulfilled : It 
tainly will be; and poſſibly the Ach 
pliſnment may not be far off. Al 
Scripture Accounts of Reckoning ſcen 
draw to a Period, and the Ends < 
World to be coming nearer upon 
When then are you likely to ug 
better, than when you are Labourer 
gether with God, and do prepare | 
Scene, he hath decreed ſhall be opt 
ſhortly? Should we prove miſtak 
the Time, this ſeems to be more 
Conjecture, that your preſent Endes 
are the Ground-Work of that gre 
ture Converſion, and will not be fou 
of God's Favour and CovuntenanceMſc! 
he hath provided otfier and more He 
to bring the Work to Perſection. eh 
4%, We may preſage the Aph 
of God's Time and your Succeß, pe 
the Zeal ſtirring in ſome of all Or 
Men, to promote the Converlion ( 


[ 
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„ When, God gives, the Word, gred 
be Company. of Preachers; of thoſe that 
themſelves to forward his Deſigns. 
rting the Words, we may alſo con- 
We, when the Company of Preachers 
treat, God hath given the Word. The 
er Prophecies are to Completion, the 
lier God's Inſtruments are for Execu- 
and the more viſible the Means be- 
te, that were laid to produce thoſe 
nts. Ever ſince the Diſcovery of 
> Heathen Countries, no Attempt 
been made by Proteſtants, to plant 
iſtianity among them, till t'other Day. 
> Deſign was ſcarcely digeſted into 
hod, when the Incorporation. of a 
\ provoked many to this kind of Love 
good Works. 
ome contributed Annually their Mo- 
their Counſel, their Time; others 
red their Service for the Miſſion ; 
caſual BenefaQtions were noble and 
vent; Neighbour Proteſtant Coun- 
gave into. the Undertaking ; an 
ulation is kindled among the Planters, 
ch is improved by the Example and 
lortation of the Governours: From 
theſe Appearances, it may be expected, 
Work will ſhortly ſubſiſt of it ſelf, 
pendently of our Help. Eſpecially if 
, | 
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h, One further Encouragement, | 
Diſpoſition, of the People to receive | 
Goſpel. - Teachablenels is a requiſite 
lification for a Diſciple of. Chriſt ; an 
Men live up to the Meaſure of Knowle 
already given them of God's Will, 
are ſaid to be given Chriſt of the Fy 
and to be ordained to eternal Life, Joh, 
39. Act. xiii. 48. Where many ſuch] 
ple are found, there, in the Script 
Phraſe, the Harveſt is ripe, Matt. ix. 
iv. 35. they want only right Direch 
to believe and practiſe aright. And! 
is the Account Travellers give of f 
People. They are noted to be of al 
mane, ſweet, tractable Temper: T 
Morals to have been a Reproach to th 
of the Chriſtians, that firſt came to 
with them: Some of the Nations nt 
our People, as we are told, ſeek and: 
ply for Inſtruction, and, according 
He 's Prophecy, wait for Chriſt's 

bat can a skilful Labourer wiſh 
more, than to find the Fields white aln 
for Harveſt! I proceed now in the 
Place, to, 

Fourthly, The ſpecial Obligations 
Nation is under, to take their Share 
this charitable Work. They have it 
oſten mentioned in theſe Meetings, 
ſhould be as often repeated, as this 9 
* — , + [ . 1 | 
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et is treated of, till they be better con- 
idered. 4 | 
And, 1. Provitlence, by caſting our 
ot among them, and granting a Settle- 
nent to ſuch Numbers of our Nation on 
their Coaſts, hath put the Opportunity in 
ur Hands, hath given us the Preference 
here, of promoting ſo great good. Now 
is a Rule in the Diſpoſition of Charity, 
have moſt Regard to the moſt mi- 
rable and helpleſs Object, eſpecially if he 
a Neighbour, or ſtands in any near 
elation to us. And then the general 
recepts of Charity become each parti- 
Har Man's Duty; when ſuch Objects are 
d in his Way, he can't paſs by with- 
It knowing and pitying them. This is 
e very Caſe of our People, eſpecially in 
e Colonies Abroad. God has placed 
em, where they muſt behold the thick 
arkneſs, the blind Ignorance, the groſs 
olatry, and entire Neglect of God's 
orſhip, theſe Natives live in, and the 
un ard their immortal Souls are in, for 
1c k of knowing Jeſus Chriſt. No Na- 
dns ſtand in more need of religious 
s lps, and no Nation elſe can miniſter 
are em. Either we ſhould impart to them 
: bafWriſt's Religion, or ic muſt not be done 
s, ll all. 1 e Nations are jealous of 
Mrals, and will not permit Foreigners, 
: 8 | upon 
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upon _P Pretence, to converſe and min. 
gle with the Natives. Why then, ii 
other Nations be kept off the Work, and 
we will not touch it, are we not anſwer 
able for their Souls? May not the 
Blood be required at our Hands? 1 
will be a fad Account to give, that 60 
put them in our Hands, as it were, vw 
convey to them that Light of the Goſp4i 


, "2 


his undeſerved Goodneſs committed ll 


our Truſt; that many wiſh'd and deſirihf 
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to receive it; that all would have bel 
happy in the Uſe of it, but we reſuſed 

2aly, The Refuſal will be ſtill agg 
vated, by our reaping many worldly A 
vantages from their Country, Neighbou 
hood, and Commerce. Great Eſta 
have been, and are gotten by the Pl. Z 
tations; to ſay nothing of the Suppl 
they yield to the Government it ( 
And as every Man, in Proportion to 
Gain, is bound to offer Part to God, i 1 
pious and charitable Uſes ; ſo the Man 
of getting his Eſtate, is ſome Direc 
to the Uſes, wherein God's Part {hou N 
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be employed. Natural Juſtice guid 
Men to be kind to that People, 4 
Beneſactors to thoſe Places, by who 
and where they live, thrive, and proſpe 
. The Mouth of the Ox therefore was not 


be muzzlea, by the Jewiſh Law, that . 
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t the Corn. Did God tate Care for Owen? 
al not alt ozether for the Sake of Men? 
r our Sakes doubtleſs, hr he that plowerh, 
old plow in Hope. The moral Senſe 
hereof is this, that we return good, 
hcrever we receive : Rerurn it 
e ein Beads and Baubles, but in a Spe- 
cs, which may indeed coſt us little, but 
them, that are without Chriſt, and 
Without God in the World, is of ineſti- 
able Value. 
Moved by ſuch Conſiderations, Lords 
Mannors formerly here at Home 
tilt. and endowed Churches at their 
n Charge, for their Pagan Tenants and 
eighbours; thus providing for a future 
eſt from their Labours; and their At- 
inment of the fame common Salvation, 
yy whoſe Toil and Servitude, at preſent, 
eemſelves lived in Eaſe and Plenty. 
= Planters and Traders ftand much up- 
nt 4 n the ſame Foot, with their Slaves and 
e Natives about them; and their Debtors 
g are, to miniſter to them in ſpiritual 
W ings, by whoſe Labours, Commodities, 
r Allowance, their Temporal Things 
Wave been fo increaſed. 
Sure I am, it is a Debt the Poſſeſſors 
nd Heirs of ſuch Eſtates ſhould think of 
Uſcharging. Eſtates gotten haſtily, many 
Times will not bear a ſtrict Examina- 
tlon; 
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tion: And where it is impoſſible to 
diſcover the injured Perſons, and mak: 
particular Reſtitution, ſome munificem i 
Ads ſhould be done, for the gener 
Benefit of the People they trafficked with, 
in which the unknown Sufferers my 
ſhare, and the remaining Stock be ſand. 
fied to the Owners. | Y 
However that he, the faireſt Dealer, 
even from a Principle of Intereſt, a: 
bound to abet this Undertaking. Proſpe. 
rity comes neither from the Faſt nor fron 
the Weſt, but it is God's Bleſſing alone 
that maketh rich. And how is that rv 
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be ſecured, but by ſhewing Mercy to 
the Souls of our Fellow Creatures, tha 
are ſo many Ways ſerviceable to ou 
, even as God had Mercy up A 
ours! 4 
Many and great are the Accidents to 
which their Concerns are expoſed, that 
deal in thoſe Parts. The Baſeneſs of the 
Negroes combining againſt their Maſter, 
and the Falſeneſs of the Nations that 
ſurround our People, have more than 
once reduced them to Extremity. The 
beſt Defence againſt both theſe Evils 
is to teach them both hetter Principles: 
Teach them to be Chriſtians in earnell, 
and Servants will be obedient to their 
Maſters, not with Fye-Service ; and the 
Nations 
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ations will be true and juſt in their 
dealings, and ſteady to their Promiſes 
Dod Alliances ; They will live in Peace 
With you, and one another. 
= How many Ways God hath warn'd to 
is Duty, they beſt. know, who have 
It the calamitous Effects of his Anger, 
m Earthquakes and Hurricanes, from 
Wipwrecks and Pirates. May not God 
W ſuppoſed to pronounce, at ſuch Times, 
= thoſe Eſtates, that they ſhould not 
rive, which have bore no Part in the 
WE vancement of God's Honour, and the 
adom of Chriſt? Or may it not be 
red, if no Reformation follow, that 
d will ſuffer thoſe Barbarians to drive 
quite from their Coaſts, whoſe Man- 
ve might have civilized with Reli- 
yn, but did not? And deliver your 
Watations to another Nation, that will 
g forth better Fruits? 
3 All this is very poſſible; but that it 
never be our Caſe, thoſe that proſ- 
by thoſe Countries ſhould be exhort- 
to. anſwer the End of Providence in 
ling our People thither, that Kow- 
e, Chriſtian Knowledge, ſhould increaſe. 
s ſetting aſide a Portion for ſuch 
they may look for an Entail of 
I's Bleſſing upon all their Labours and 
ſt Acquiſition, even to their Poſte. 
| rity ; 
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ri - they are ſure to provide ſor then 
Ke, a ſafe Retreat, let what will happt: 
in a Kingdom that cannot be moved. 


Wich God of his Mercy vouchſafe | 
us all, for the Sake of Chriſt Jeſus our on 
Mediatour and Advocate. Amen. 
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